
A Sustainable and  Secure 
Energy Network: 
Our Proposals for Battery Storage 
Technology at Bolney

In summary, we intend to deliver: 

> Battery storage technology, in a key strategic location, to support the energy network in   
 becoming cleaner, greener and more secure;       
> A visitor centre providing education facilities for young people with an interest in how a green  
 energy resource can fit into, and enhance, our countryside and wildlife habitats; 

> Biodiversity enhancements including tree planting and new habitat creation;  

> A new publicly accessible perimeter walking route around the entire site, located within the  
 landscape buffer between the facility and Ancient Woodland to the west;

> Enhancements to rainwater attenuation to reduce flood risk and support wildlife habitat on site;

> New jobs both during construction and operation;

> A scheme that is sensitively designed in relation to the surrounding local context.  

About us
Envirotech Energy Solutions are pioneering developers and operators of energy storage technology. 
In 2019, we acquired the land east of Wineham Lane with a view to developing battery storage at 
this nationally strategic location. It is our intention to develop and operate the site if consented, as 
part of our longer-term vision to support the UK’s energy transition towards ‘net zero’.  

bolneyenergyhub@secnewgate.co.uk  07718 489 698 envirotech-es.com/bolney/welcome
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Envirotech Energy Solutions want to hear your 
views on proposals for a new battery storage  
facility at the land east of Wineham Lane,  
adjacent to Bolney National Grid Substation. 

Ahead of submitting planning proposals to Mid 
Sussex District Council, we would like to tell you 
more about who we are and our proposals. 

Please take a moment to fill in the Freepost feedback form on the back of this newsletter  
or complete it online.  We look forward to hearing your views. 

In order to carry out our engagement safely in 
light of COVID-19, we will be holding public  
consultation webinars at 2pm & 7pm on  
Thursday 18th March 2021, which will be an  
opportunity to ask your questions to  
the team and view the plans in more detail.

To register for the session, please email us or 
sign up through our consultation website.  
You can also get in touch via our community  
hotline to find out more about the scheme 
or request hard copies of consultation materials.

Proposed landscape 
plan for the site



The Site
The 6ha site is located at the land off Wineham 
Lane, approximately 500m south of the Bolney 
National Grid Substation, with Bob Lane to the  
north and Wineham Lane to the west.  

Bolney National Grid Substation is an important 
strategic asset in the UK energy system for 
taking the high voltage from the National Grid 
and connecting it to the distribution network. 
It is also one of a small number of substations 
which are at a sufficient scale to receive power 
exported from the UK’s offshore wind farms.

Given the prominent role of battery storage in 
helping to balance significant volumes of power 
it would be most practical and beneficial to 
locate our storage facility next to such an 
important component of the electricity 
network here in Bolney.

How Does Battery Storage Work?
Battery energy storage is an advanced  
technological solution that allows the storage 
of energy in multiple ways for later use.  
Our proposed facility will use rechargeable 
batteries to store energy generated by wind or 
solar locally, or supplied by the National Grid, 
making it available by storing energy during 
periods of low use and putting it back into the  
network once demand spikes. 

As the country moves towards widespread use 
of renewable technologies, which generate 
electricity intermittently and inflexibly, battery 
storage is an essential part of the UK’s energy 
infrastructure. Ultimately, a grid that can 
capitalise on excess generation by storing it, 
and a grid that is able to deploy the energy at 
times of insufficient generation, is critical to a 
reliable and sustainable system.

Our Proposals 
Our proposals are for a battery energy storage 
system, comprising of batteries, inverters and 
associated infrastructure. The facility will be 
safe, quiet and modest in height and  
scale – both the batteries and inverters are no 
more than 3m high and the transformers 
located at the back of the site, screened by the 
Ancient Woodland, are maximum 7m. Indeed, 
this is significantly lower than the height of the 
Bolney Substation.  

Proposed view of the facility looking 
from the south (5 - PRoW 14T), 
as located behind the tree line

Horseboxes and
trailers on adjacent fields Existing Bolney substation 
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The scheme is to be located on low lying ground and will be sensitively designed. Existing  
mature planted boundaries will be retained and enhanced with a 10m landscape and biodiversity 
enhancement buffer on all sides, and a 5m buffer to the north. This will strengthen screening and 
help preserve and enhance the existing pond and copse. A perimeter walking route will also be 
opened up within the buffer, for use by the local community. 

Local benefits
As long-term investors in the site, we are committed to creating 
a lasting and positive legacy. In addition to the vast sustainability 
and energy security benefits offered by this technology, our  
proposals represent an exciting opportunity to create  
employment opportunities locally during construction 
and operation.

Utilising the single storey log-cabin consented on site, we are 
also proposing to deliver an education centre, with partners at 
Buckingham University. The centre will provide opportunities 
for young people to learn more about the technology and  
sustainable initiatives to combat climate change. 

Preserving and  
enhancing local ecology 
is also important to us. 
We have begun work to 
clear the pond and copse 
area on site and to set up 
insect habitat in line with 
Woodland Trust 
guidelines. Further, we 
intend to seed the copse 
area with wild flower and 
grass seed and provide additional 
tree planting along the site boundaries. 

In order to mitigate against any 
adverse environmental 

impacts, the development will 
incorporate low level emergency 

lighting only and the batteries 
will be installed within insulated 

containers to limit noise. The 
technology itself is also very safe 
and has multiple features built in 
to prevent and detect any issues. 

Access to the site will be via 
Wineham Lane, with  
construction vehicles  

required to access the site from 
the north, off Cowfold Road 
(A272), to limit local impact. 

During operation, traffic will be 
limited to those working on site 

(approx 4 members of staff),  
occasional maintenance and 

visits to the education centre, 
which are to be by appointment 

only. 10 parking spaces are  
proposed, a proportion of which 

will be equipped with  
EV charging.

It is estimated that the  
construction period for the  

proposed development would 
take between 8-12 months and 

would generate on average  
2 HGVs per day.



Have Your Say
Envirotech Bolney: Feedback Questionnaire

Please take a few moments to fill out our feedback form and return FREEPOST 
to RTRBLUUJ-AGBY, c/o SEC Newgate UK, Sky Light City Tower, 
50 Basinghall Street, London EC2V 5DE 
or visit our website to complete the survey online. 
All feedback will be considered as part of our planning application to Mid Sussex Council. We would ask 
that you leave your comments by Monday 29th March 2021. 

Name:

Email address:

Phone: 

Postcode:

1. On a scale of 1-5 - with 1 meaning you have not heard of it and 5 being extremely familiar -  
how familiar are you with battery storage technology and its purpose? 

 

2. Has the information we have provided helped to improve your understanding of what battery  
storage technology is used for?

3.  Do you agree that there is a need to help support the UK energy network to become  
more sustainable? 

4. Do you support the use of battery storage to help make the UK energy network more  
sustainable and secure?

5.  Do you support the delivery of an education centre to help teach younger generations about  
sustainable initiatives?

6. What are your views towards our proposals for the site?

Please leave any other comments you have: 

2 3 4 51

Yes NoSomewhat Don’t Know

Supportive but with concernsSupportive Opposed Don’t know

Yes

Yes

No

No

Don’t Know

Yes No Don’t Know

Yes No Don’t Know

Would you like to receive  
updates about this project  
via email? 

SEC Newgate UK has been asked by Envirotech Energy Solutions to keep a record of feedback to help understand the level of local interest in the proposed battery 
storage scheme. The personal data that you provide (name, postcode, email, telephone) will be stored by us and may be passed on to Envirotech Energy Solutions for 
this purpose only. We are of the view that we have a legitimate interest in storing this information and passing this information on to Envirotech Energy Solutions for  
this specific purpose and are processing your data in accordance with the EU General Data Protection Regulation. If you would like further information about our  
legitimate interest, the ways in which we will process information, or if you wish to object to us processing your personal data, please contact us at 
bolneyenergyhub@secnewgate.co.uk. Any personal data will be handled in accordance with General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).


